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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 724 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, SY 

SUBJ: FURTHER INFORMATION ON SYRIAN STATEMENT REGARDING 
DE B ORCHGRA VE - ASAD INTERVIEW 

REF: DAMASCUS 711 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
TOLD EMBOFF FEB 27 THAT PRESIDENT ASAD HAS SENT TEXT 
OF DE BORCHGRAVE INTERVIEW AS IT APPEARED IN BEIRUT 
DAILY AL-NAHAR TO FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR ITS COMMENTS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS. FIFTEEN MAN COMMITTEE OF SENIOR 
FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS HAD DEBATED PROS AND CONS 
AND CONCLUDED THAT CLARIFICATION NEEDED TO BE ISSUED. 
DRAFT CLARIFICATION FORWARDED TO PRESIDENCY, SOURCE 
SAID, WAS STRONGER RETRACTION OF SYRIAN WILLINGNESS 
TO SIGN EVENTUAL PEACE TREATY THAN STATEMENT WHICH 
PRESIDENCY ACTUALLY ISSUED (REFTEL. 

2. SOURCE SAID US COULD BE SURE THAT ASAD'S 
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SYRIA'S TRUE POSITION AND AT PROPER STAGE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS THIS WOULD BE MADE CLEAR. PRINCIPAL 
REASON FOR BACKTRACKING AT THIS POINT, HE SAID, WAS 
NECESSITY TO PRESERVE STRENGTH OF ASAD BLOC IN 
BAATH PARTY'S REGIONAL COMMAND ELECTIONS, FIRST 
STAGE OF WHICH WOULD BE TAKING PLACE MARCH 3. 

BAATHIS ON FOREIGN MINISTRY COMMITTEE, HE SAID, HAD 
ALL INSISTED ON SOME SORT OF TACTICAL RETRACTION 
OF THE DE B ORCHGRA VE INTERVIEW. 

MURPHY 
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